COMMUNITY INTEGRATING HEALTH AND SOCIAL
SERVICES A SUSTAINABILITY ANALYSIS APPROACH OF
A HEALTHCARE PROJECT IN ROMANIA, FUNDED BY
THE SWISS-ROMANIAN COOPERATION PROGRAM
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Abstract. This article displays a sustainability analysis conducted in 2023. It
exemplifies how this type of analysis can be performed at the project level, reproducing
the procedure on as many projects as predetermined and drawing conclusions about
the entire program. The need to evaluate government-funded interventions and
implemented social programs has become more urgent. Stakeholders must have
assurance that the projects they funded are performing as intended. To help ensure the
proper functioning and overview of a project, more evaluations must be conducted. Due
to the nature of the program phase, a full-scale evaluation was not possible; however,
it was more than suitable to conduct the sustainability analysis. The program ended in
2019, and the analysis was conducted in 2023. To assess the program, several methods
were applied. The program documents underwent a content analysis before the
sustainability analysis. Sustainability was observed with the help of survey
questionnaires, document review, telephone conversations, and on-site object
observations. The results of the overall analysis, conducted in 2023, were not as
expected, nor were those of the analyzed project presented in this article. The content
analysis showed positive results, and the sustainability analysis revealed the overall
project’s success. Nevertheless, we have recommendations based on the project
analysis. Those will be discussed in the article’s summary.
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OVER-REGULATION AND CHANGES TO LEGISLATIVE
INSTRUMENTS RELATED TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
POLICY AT EU LEVEL. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF

REGULATORY INSTRUMENTS BETWEEN TWO
MULTIANNUAL PROGRAMMING PERIODS

Claudiu Gabriel BONACIU"

Abstract. Development instruments are framework tools through which
European development policies become operational at the level of each Member State or
acceding state. European regulatory instruments are self-contained in the sense that they
cannot be modified by Member States or in the process of accession. Each Member State
adapts its European regulatory instruments based on national legislation so that they can
be operational/used in the development process. They were created with the aim of
providing legislative, financial and technical support to European rural development

policy.
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ENERGY TRANSITION AND SOCIAL EQUITY IN
ROMANIA: THE IMPACT OF THE EUROPEAN GREEN
DEAL ON VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

Cristina-Matilda VANOAGA *

Abstract. The paper analyses the impact of energy policies within the European
Green Deal (EGD) on the vulnerable population in Romania, in the context of the
elimination of energy price caps and the transition to a green economy. The study
highlights the social imbalances generated by the application of European measures in a
national context marked by energy poverty, low incomes and outdated infrastructure.
Through a qualitative analysis and a case study, it is concluded that the success of the
green transition in Romania depends on integrating the social dimension into energy
policies to prevent the deepening of inequalities and ensure a just and inclusive transition.
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Justice; Romania.
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REGIONAL LABOR SHORTAGES IN THE CONTEXT OF
DEMOGRAPHIC DECLINE AND EU COHESION: THE
CASE OF BIHOR COUNTY, ROMANIA

Zsolt-Botond BOTTYAN"
Delia-Georgeta BEKEST™
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Abstract. Demographic decline and economic challenges have become pressing issues in
the European Union (EU), where balanced development and social cohesion remain central
objectives. Romania, similar to other Central and Eastern European states, faces the combined
pressures of negative natural population growth and sustained emigration of skilled workers.
This study investigates how these demographic shifts shape labor market dynamics in Bihor
County, Romania, focusing on employers’ perspectives.

The research is based on a sociological survey conducted with 254 companies across
various economic sectors. The analysis explores employer perceptions of labor shortages,
identifies the main occupational areas affected, and examines preferred long-term policy
responses. Results indicate that 67.7% of employers experience persistent difficulties in filling
certain or most positions, with acute shortages reported in vocational professions related to
heavy industry (metal processing, chemical industry) and construction. Salary levels are
perceived as having only a moderate impact on recruitment difficulties, while structural
factors—such as the misalignment between the educational system and labor market needs, as
well as outward migration to higher-wage EU regions—emerge as key concerns.

Correlation analyses between company size, workforce deficits, and other survey variables
revealed weak and inconsistent relationships, suggesting that these factors are poor predictors
of employer evaluations. Importantly, while employers reject importing labor from outside the
EU, they express strong support for policies aimed at reinforcing the domestic workforce,
including improved working conditions and pro-natalist measures.

The findings underscore the importance of EU-level frameworks, particularly Cohesion
Policy and the European Social Model, in supporting regions disproportionately affected by
demographic decline and labor shortages, thereby promoting inclusive and sustainable growth
across the Union.

Keywords: economic growth, labor scarcity, labor market policies, Romania, Bihor
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THE IMPACT OF THE WAR IN UKRAINE ON THE
SECURITY OF THE BLACK SEA BASIN

Svetlana CEBOTARI"
Victoria BEVZIUC™

Abstract. The Black Sea region over the centuries has played an important
geostrategic role in the relations between the great powers. Currently, at the
confluence of two universal cultures and religions, the European Christian and the
Islamic, and several families of peoples, the Black Sea is a space of both convergence
and collision of the interests of the riparian countries, especially those of the Russian
Federation. Currently, the Black Sea Region is a strategic fault line between Russia
and the NATO alliance. In the post-Cold War era, the Black Sea basin has turned into
a climate of deep uncertainty about the potential strategic direction of its riparian
states. The East-West divide led to a succession of conflicts that culminated in the all-
out invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022. Russia's war against Ukraine became
the most violent and consequence since World War I1.

Since the beginning of the century, Russia has lost its economic, political and
military influence in several countries bordering the Black Sea basin, and by seizing
Crimea in 2014, the Russian Federation tried to restore its former influence. The
unjustified invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation in 2022 recalls the precedent
of 2014, when Russia occupied part of the sovereign territory of Ukraine by military
force. The illegal annexation of the Crimean Peninsula then allowed the Russian Black
Sea fleet to practically strangle the entire region.

The emergence of the Russian-Ukrainian war has its consequences in the
Black Sea basin, especially on the security of this region. Thus, by analyzing the impact
of the Russian-Ukrainian war, the main consequences on the security of the Black Sea
basin will be highlighted.
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EU ACCESSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA: THE
CHALLENGES OF THE INTERNAL AND GEOPOLITICAL
CONTEXT

Mircea BRIE®

Abstract. The geopolitical context, but also by internal political changes
have had a considerable impact on the dynamics and evolution of the European
integration process of the Republic of Moldova. During the last two decades, the
geopolitical reality has fundamentally changed in the area of Central and
Eastern Europe. The accession of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine to the
European Union is a complex and highly topical issue that has come again to
the forefront of discussions in Brussels and in the European chancelleries on the
background of Russian aggression since the invasion of Ukraine in February
2022. The objective of this analysis is to identify and view and discuss the
challenges posed by the beginning of the EU accession negotiations of the
Republic of Moldova from the perspective of a geopolitical contextualization
and under the influence of internal identity cleavages, with an emphasis on the
reality in Transnistrian region and Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia
(ATU Gagauzia). From a methodological point of view, in order to understand
the internal and geopolitical contextualization, we consider a diachronic
analytical approach, as well as an explanatory-descriptive one, following in
particular the evolution of the relationship between the Republic of Moldova
and the EU after the launch of the Eastern Partnership (EaP).

Keywords: Republic of Moldova, geopolitical context, EU, Transnistrian
region, ATU Gagauzia.
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L'ESPACE INTEGRATIONNISTE EUROPEEN DANS LE
CONTEXTE DES NOUVEAUX PROCESSUS D'EXPANSION
GEOPOLITIQUE

Svetlana CEBOTARI*
Violeta COTILEVICI**

Abstract. The European integration process Currently, under the conditions of
the new geopolitical realities present on the European continent, conditioned in
particular by the emergence on February 24, 2022 of the Russian-Ukrainian war, it has
contributed to the acceleration of the European Union's relations with the states of the
Balkans, including also with the states of Eastern Europe - Ukraine and the Republic of
Moldova. In the last decades, the process of European integration has become a subject
of increased interest. Nine states from this area have expressed their desire to become
members of the European Union. In order to align with European standards and values,
the candidate states for joining the European integrationist space are making efforts to
implement reforms in various areas, including electoral legislation, the judicial system,
the fight against corruption and organized crime, as well as the improvement of
detention conditions. However, the process of European integration is not without
challenges and obstacles, and some states have made slower progress than others.

Thus, the primary objective of this article is to analyze the current situation of
the states that hold the status of candidate for joining the EU space, including
highlighting the degree of preparation of the states for joining the FEuropean
integrationist space, as well as highlighting the problems faced by the candidate states

for joining.

Keywords: enlargement, negotiations, process, status, candidate state,
European Union.

* Docteur d’Etat en Sciences politiques, professeur titulaire, Université d'Etat de Moldova, Faculté
de Relations Internationales, Sciences Politiques et Administratives, Département des
Relations Internationales. Chisinau, République de Moldova. E-mail:
svetlana.cebotari@usm.md. ORCID: 0000-0001-9073-104X

** Docteur en Sciences politiques, maitre de conférences, Université d’Etat de Moldova, Faculté
de Relations Internationales, Sciences Politiques et Administratives, Département des
Relations Internationales. Chisinau, République de Moldova. E-mail:
violeta.cotilevici@usm.md. ORCID: 0000-0002-0485-9862.



mailto:violeta.cotilevici@usm.md

WESTERN SANCTIONS ON RUSSIA AND THE
EMERGENCE OF AN ANTI-WESTERN COALITION -
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE GLOBAL ORDER

Radu PASLART
Alina STOICA™ *

Abstract. The Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, has profoundly
reshaped the international order, triggering unprecedented sanctions imposed by Western
powers. This article analyzes the impact of these sanctions on Russia’s internal stability
and external orientation, emphasizing the emergence of an anti-Western bloc centered
around Russia, Iran, and North Korea. By examining bilateral relations and strategic
cooperation among these states, the study highlights how sanctions have not only attempted
to constrain Russian aggression but have also catalyzed the reconfiguration of global
power dynamics, accelerating the transition towards a multipolar world order.
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MULTILATERAL DIPLOMACY AS A PROMOTER OF
DEMOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE: CONCEPTUAL
AND METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS

Selena STEJARU*®
Cristina EJOVA™™

Abstract. Multilateral diplomacy conducted through intergovernmental
organizations, forums, and international structures based on treaties and
international law, functions as a mechanism for promoting universal values,
enhancing democratic culture, and facilitating progress in socio-economic
development, while also supporting the implementation of democratic reforms
aimed to align national development policies with international standards.

The present article explores prominent scholarly works in the field,
primarily addressing the conceptualizations and explanations of the evolution,
forms, and functions of multilateral diplomacy. In this context, it underlines the
role of international organizations in promoting sustainability, democratic
principles, political culture, and the impact of external assistance on democratic
development policies and good governance. Drawing on the frameworks of the
UN system and the European Union, the authors highlight the normative and
regulatory dimensions related to regional strategies and the global agenda for
development and democracy promotion.

Keywords: multilateral diplomacy, international organizations, democratic
values, good governance, democracy promotion, external assistance
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EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS CONCERNS FOR FOSTERING
MORAL VALUES THROUGH EDUCATION AND
TRAINING

Simona Camelia FER"

Abstract. Today'’s crisis of orientation and identity is a concern for citizens and
for politicians as well, about how to implement moral education as a delicate mission to
which family and then the institutionalized environments are called to share with
supported efforts. The moral principles that guide a globalized Europe are deeply
interconnected with its history, diversity and shared aspirations, these principles being
shaped by the challenges and opportunities of globalization and the need for a cohesive
yet pluralistic framework that accommodates varying cultural, social and economic
dynamics. Europe has a strong commitment to protecting fundamental human rights, as
enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights and other charters and this
attitude emphasizes the inherent worth of every individual, regardless of nationality,
ethnicity, gender or socio-economic status. Moral principles emphasize mutual respect,
intercultural dialogue and the preservation of cultural heritage while fostering
integration and social cohesion. Moreover, Europe’s experience with conflict has
fostered a strong moral commitment to peace building and international cooperation
and the European Union, as a continental economic and political union involves in
prioritizing diplomatic solutions, conflict prevention and partnerships that promote
global and moral stability.

Keywords: moral values and principles, social values, cultural values,
responsibility

* Associate Professor PhD., University of Oradea, Romania, E-mail: simonag1976@yahoo.com.



11

AN ANALYSIS OF THE AUTOCHTHONIST-
SOVEREIGNTIST POLITICAL LANGUAGE OBSOLESCING
CONCEPTS AND TWISTING IDEALS

Dorin-Mircea DOBRA™

Abstract. In contemporary politics, the concepts used seem identical to those of the
great moments in the history of mankind. The entire nationalist and autochthonous narrative
uses the terms sovereignty, nation, freedom as fundamental concepts. However, we will
demonstrate that their meanings are different today, they are distorted and used with rather
negative connotations unlike the humanist ideals they announced.

Keywords: Humanist ideals, manipulation, twisted meanings, sovereignty, nation,
autochthonousness.
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MULTILINGUAL AND MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION IN
MOLDOVA - POLICIES, PRACTICES AND PATHWAYS TO
INCLUSION

Angela SOLCAN”
Svetlana BUREA™

Abstract. This article examines the development of language education policies in
the Republic of Moldova within the broader context of European integration,
multilingualism, and multiculturalism. The aim is to highlight how recent amendments to
the Education Code, institutional initiatives, and pedagogical strategies support the
creation of an inclusive and equitable education system. The methodology involves
document analysis, case-based examples from minority regions, and examples of good
practice in teacher training and classroom instruction. The findings indicate a growing
alignment with European multilingual education standards, though implementation
challenges remain. The article recommends continued investment in teacher development
and support for minority languages.

Keywords: multilingual education, minority languages, inclusion, intercultural
competence, CLIL, Moldova.
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RELIGION AND IDENTITY IN THE ROMANIAN
DIASPORA. A CASE STUDY ON THE FORMATION AND
SOCIO-CULTURAL ROLE OF THE ROMANIAN
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH IN AUSTRIA

Marian Ionel CUTOI

Abstract. This study examines the relationship between religion and identity in
the context of contemporary Romanian migration, focusing on the formation and socio-
cultural functions of the Romanian Pentecostal Church in Austria. The analysis
highlights the ways in which this religious institution contributes to identity
reconstruction, community cohesion, and the social integration of Romanians settled in
the diaspora. The historical evolution of the community, the territorial expansion of the
church network, and the diversification of its functions reflect a continuous adaptation to
the demographic, economic, and cultural conditions of Austrian society. The church not
only preserves religious values and practices but also provides tangible educational and
social resources within a transnational framework in which new generations
simultaneously negotiate cultural belonging and local integration. By analysing this case,
the article contributes to a deeper understanding of religion’s role as an institutional and
identity-shaping vector within the Romanian community in Austria.

Keywords: religion, identity, Romanian Pentecostal Church, integration,
transnationalism, migration.
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HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES ON
CHRISTIAN ESCHATOLOGY

loan ZIRBO*

Abstract. The paper offers a comprehensive and balanced approach to Christian
eschatology, analyzing it both theologically and culturally. The author highlights how the
idea of the end has provided meaning and hope in times of crisis, from the early Church to
the contemporary world. Eschatology is not treated merely as doctrine, but as a mechanism
for interpreting suffering and collective fear. Particularly valuable is the connection drawn
between religious and modern secular narrative structures. The social functions of
eschatology—identity formation, mobilization, and consolation—are also clearly
emphasized. In conclusion, eschatology becomes a "mirror" of humanity, reflecting the
hopes, traumas, and the need for meaning in every era.

Keywords: Christian Eschatology, Secular Perspective, Parousia, Secularization,
Llluminism.
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GREEN DEAL CHALLENGES FOR A SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE OF THE EU

Valeriu SARGAROVSCHI*

Review of: Ciot, M.-G. (coord.) (2024). ,,Green Deal Challenges for a
Sustainable Future of the EU”. Cluj-Napoca: Presa Universitara Clujeand. 294 p. ISBN
978-606-37-2332-2.
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